TWO SHAFT 


TABLE LOOM 


MAKE WEAVING 


Many people have made 
weaving a profitable hob- 
by with table-top looms 
like this one, which has 
several features to make 
the work easier and faster 


WEAVING scarves, table runners, scatter rugs in 
varied colors and similar articles is not only an inter- 
esting pastime for long winter evenings, but it also 
can be developed into a profitable hobby. Once you 
have mastered the technique with a little practice, 
you will be able to produce woven articles that will 
find ready sale at a good price. 

With the loom pictured above, you can produce 
many salable articles. It consists of a frame which 
supports such moving parts as the warp and whip 
beams, heddles and frames, a reed or beater and a 
shuttle, the latter being a separate part which is ma- 
nipulated by hand. The shuttle carries the weft thread 
through the shed, a triangular space between the 
warp threads which is made by shifting the heddles 
after each stroke, or pass, of the shuttle. The beater or 
reed, hand-operated on small looms, is pivoted to the 
frame of the loom and is for the purpose of beating the 
weft thread into the warp after the shuttle has passed 
through the shed. The table loom detailed in Fig. 4, 
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YOUR HOBBY 


the size limitations of the table-top type. As an strands of the warp. 


example, the loom detailed in Fig. 4 is designed 
for a cloth width of 24 in. A smaller size also can 
be made with an over-all width of 16 in. for a 
cloth width of 12 in. This size is especially suited 
to weaving table runners, scarves, etc. Hardwood 
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is used for all parts of the loom frame, 
the beater frame, rollers, and the breast 
and whip beams. Maple is good but birch 
does equally well and saws and planes 
somewhat easier. The heddles and heddle 
frames, Fig. 3, and the reed may be pur- 
chased from dealers in craftwork supplies. 
These parts are inexpensive and obtaining 
them ready-made saves a lot of time. For 
average weaving a 30-dent reed—30 spaces 
per inch—is satisfactory, as running the 
warp thread through each dent will give 30 
warp threads per inch. Other combinations 
are possible. 

The heddle frames slide in grooves cut 
in the frame uprights, Fig. 4. The grooves 
should be about %¢ in. oversize so that the 
frames will slide easily. Two dimensions, 
one on the heddles in Fig. 3 and another on 
the reed in Fig. 4, must be. determined 
from these parts. Have the parts at hand 
before assembling the loom. Hardwood 
ratchets and pawls on the rollers, Fig. 4, 
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are for the purpose of keeping tension on 


the warp threads and for rolling up the 
finished cloth on the cloth beam as the 
weaving progresses. 

Fig. 2 shows methods of cutting 6 and 10- 
ft. warp yarn, or threads, to exact length. 
This done, you string the loom as in Figs. 
5, 6 and 7. Notice in Fig. 5 how the odd- 
numbered warp threads are pulled through 
the heddles (C) with a threading tool made 
as in Fig. 6. The even-numbered threads 
go through the heddles (B). Both sets of 
threads pass over the whip beam and are 
wound on the warp beam at the rear of the 
loom. Study Fig. 9, which shows the warp 
threads in exaggerated size and in two col- 
ors for clarity. Also compare with the shed 
formed by shifting the heddle-control lev- 
er, Fig. 13, to the right-hand position as in 
Fig. 14. Fig. 7 shows how the ends of the 
warp threads are locked to the cloth beam 
with a spline which fits in a groove cut in 
the roller. Figs. 13 to 15 inclusive show the 
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WHEN HEDDLE-CONTROL LEVER 1S IN 
RIGHT-HAND POSITION, WARP THREADS 
THROUGH (B) HEDDLES ARE RAISED AND. 
WARP THREADS THROUGH } 

(C) HEDDLES ARE LOWERED || 
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operation of the loom when doing plain 
weaving. Fig. 10 shows tabby weaving. 
Notes on the detail drawings, Figs. 13 to 
15, explain the sequence of operations 
clearly. One thing to watch in weaving is 
the tendency to pull the weft too tightly. 
This forms what weavers call a waist, Fig. 
11, and causes the woven strip to become 
narrower as the weaving progresses. Gen- 
erally, tension on the weft must be watched 
more closely on coarsely woven cloth. The 
greater the number of warp threads per 
inch the less tendency there is for this 
fault to appear in weaving. 

Fig. 12 shows a vari-colored pattern 
woven in a table scarf. Here variations are 
made in the warp threads and two shuttles 
are used, one carrying the red and one the 
blue filler or weft. Shuttles are made from 
a strip of hardwood with the ends shaped 
as in Fig. 8. Length of the shuttle should be 
approximately half the width of the cloth 
being woven, although some weavers pre- 
fer a shorter shuttle. x 
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